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Chairman’s Message 
By K.C. Strawmyre 

Hello to all MAC members, 

Well it has been a different and difficult car driving 

season this year, we have had to postpone or cancel all 

our in-person events.  Some of the regions in our area 

are getting together in small groups and that is 

fantastic.  I am giving a shout-out to Patricia Kropac on 

her online judging schools, they have been great.  

Thank you to Gil Dickens for planning the drive-in 

movie event.  Also, thanks to anyone else who has 

planned small local get-togethers. 

I drove my 1964 to Carlisle and found it to be almost 

empty and very few of the usual vendors were there.  I 

sort of expected that kind of climate at the event.  I saw 

a few MAC members there and we kept our social 

distance.  I know it was a shame the event wasn’t a 

better success, but I am glad people are taking this 

pandemic seriously. 

Since most of the states in our region still have restrictions on in-person meetings, we 

are still trying to decide a plan for our annual meeting.  More information will be 

provided and emailed to all members as the date get closer and the details have been 

finalized.  The reason I mention this is because we need volunteers for the club’s 

positions.  To have events and activities during the year, we need members to 

volunteer to help.  The more people that get involved the better for our club and that 

can help to make our planned events great.  Don’t be afraid to step up and volunteer, 

even if you have never done anything like this.  One quality I like about MAC is that 

our members all help each other.  That something to be proud of!  If members don’t 

In This Issue: 

 

Chairman’s Message ................... 1 

2020 Chapter Awards Program ... 2 

2020 Calendar of Events ............. 2 

Video Judging School ................. 3 

The Way it Was (Part 2).............. 4 

2020 MAC Board of Directors .... 6 

Tech Talk: BB Swap (Part 2) ...... 8 

Needed – Newsletter Editor ...... 10 

Report: Vettes for Vets Show ... 11 

Report: Drive-in Movies ........... 12 

AACA Museum Display ........... 13 

Membership Matters ................. 14 

MAC Application ...................... 18 

 

 

SIGNAL SEEKER 
Newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS 



Fall 2020 

Signal Seeker  2 

Volume 38 Number 3 

step up and help, we will start running into the problem that we will not be able to 

plan and carry-out events or activities. 

We will need a new treasurer this year and if you are good with figures you will be 

able to do this job.  Our present treasurer is Don Harris and he will be glad to help the 

new person. 

Reese Burgoyne is hanging up his tender as the Signal Seeker newsletter editor, so we 

need a new person to take that position.  There again, Reese will be glad to help the 

new person.  I would also like to recognize Reese for his great work as the editor plus 

the other responsibilities that he has taken on, thank you! 

Again, this year, the national board of the NCRS has a matching funds program for 

the charity that we support.  The Mid-Atlantic’s charity is the Fisher House and any 

donations or moneys that were given to the MAC chapter for donation to the Fisher 

House will be matched at 50%.  We have the availability to change our charity if that is 

something the membership wants to do and that is done at the annual meeting. 

Lastly, please everyone stay safe and well.  We can still enjoy and drive our cars for a 

month or two before the weather forces us inside, so enjoy that! 

2020 Chapter Awards Program 
by Don Hooper 

Due to Covid, the 2020 Chapter Awards Program (CAP) was cancelled (much like the 

1983 model Corvette); however, all activities completed in the 1st Quarter of 2020 will 

count towards CAP in 2021.  Activities performed in the remainder of 2020 will NOT 

count.  With this in mind, I’ve asked our editor to hold any Technical Articles for 

publishing in 2021 so that they will be applied towards our CAP requirement of 

publishing 8 Technical Articles. 

We’ve had a higher than normal number of Tech Article submissions due to our 

higher than normal stay-at-home time.  I’m hoping that the authors will understand 

and continue with work on their Corvettes and with creating Tech Articles.  Fear not - 

your articles are not lost and will be published in 2021. 

2020 Calendar of Events 

Sep or Oct Video Conference Judging School – Look for separate email details 

Nov 7 (Sat) Video Conference Annual Meeting – Look for separate email details 
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Video Conference Judging School 
by Patricia Kropac 

On July 18th, MAC held its second Video Conference Judging School. It was well 

attended with 80 attendees. Joining were 17 MAC members and the rest from 

NCRS Chapters all over the United States and Canada. The WebEx meeting app 

was once again used to conduct the meeting. Thanks to Don Hooper, our 

designated “hall monitor" for assisting attendees as they connected prior to the 

session start. 

The session PowerPoint presentation covered performance expectations of cars 

being judged in the different NCRS Operations tests including Performance 

Verifications (PVs). Additional discussion included testing and preparation tips, 

helpful resources, common failures by car division and NCRS awards requiring 

these tests. Towards the end of the session, participants were invited to ask 

questions and share their experiences performing PVs. Thanks Don Hooper and 

Ed Szeliga for once again critiquing the presentation for accuracy and content. 

Our goal was to offer information helpful to both novice and long-time 

members. 

MAC’s next Virtual Conference Judging School will be in either September or 

October. I am developing a presentation on Judging techniques from my 

observations of fellow judges and will include concepts and stumbling blocks 

commonly experienced by Judges. This next conference will be designed for 

discussion during the presentation to give members an opportunity to offer 

additional tips and clarity to the judging process. 

I encourage everyone to take part in the video conferences available through 

NCRS. Several chapters have been working hard to give members continued 

learning opportunities during this unprecedented time in our country. Continue 

to check the web-page ncrs.org, Coming Events throughout the fall for more 

event dates. 
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The Way it Was (Part 2) 
Editor’s Note:  This is a reminder of how nice it is to get together at our MAC events. 

Our end of year events from the last two years. 

Corvette Day 2019 

Over 60 Corvettes representing all seven current generations attended our yearly charity 

event with donations going to the Fisher House in support of Military Veterans and Families.  

Sully Historic Site provided the backdrop and the weather gods were with us, providing an 

overcast sky with a light breeze and very comfortable temperatures. 

Altoona Regional 2018 
By any measure, MAC’s Regional in Altoona was a huge success. We had a great mix of 

Corvettes, excellent seminars, outstanding support from dozens of volunteers, a comfortable 

venue and I expect the chapter will come out ahead financially once the books are closed. 

MAC judged our first Concours Stock Division car, a 

1966 Mosport Green Big Block Convertible owned by 

Wayne Shepherd of Annapolis. The originally heater-

delete car was proudly sporting Vintage Air, a 6-

speed transmission and beautiful metal flake paint 

job.  By my unofficial count, ten cars passed their PV, 

twenty-five cars earned a Top Flight, and three cars 

earned a Second Flight. Also shown were a red 1963 

Coupe driven down from Canada, Mike McCagh’s 

1957 Airbox as a Duntov Display, a beautiful 1953 

#64, a 1966 Rolling Chassis Display, a huge Kiddie Corvette Pedal Car display, and much, 

much more. 

Turner Chevrolet Judging School & Meet 2019 

Turner Chevrolet in Harrisburg, PA hosted our final MAC judging event of 2019.  This event 

was a first for Turner Chevrolet and they were excellent hosts.  They opened their service bays 

for flight judging of three cars and a separate bay opened for demonstration and training 

using a 1959 NCRS Duntov Award Corvette owned by Harry and Teresa Baker.  Their white 
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1959 Corvette earned its Four-Star Duntov Award at the recent NCRS National Convention in 

Greenville, SC this past summer.  Turner provided a delicious lunch during the mid-day break. 

The Bakers brought the car to the Harrisburg chapter meet to be the subject of a judging 

school and to meet the requirements to receive the 5th star.  Attending members had the 

opportunity to closely examine the car from, literally, bottom to top.  The car was placed on 

a lift so that members could learn some of the distinctive unique ’59 chassis features. 

Bill Bryan, Patricia Kropac and others led a tutorial of the Duntov car, the judging process and 

shared little-known details that make the ’59 unique, or at least first introduced in ’59. 

At the end of the day, the Bakers checked off the requirement that will enable them to earn 

the 5th Duntov Award Star. 
 

 

Rockville Antique Car Show 2019 

 

 

Fueled by good weather, there were 580 vehicles at this year’s event.  According to the 

organizers, this year’s attendance equaled the record set in 2016.  The early morning started 

with a light ground frost that soon melted in the clear sunny air.  As we did last year, MAC 

sponsored the Corvette row with its National Corvette Restorers Society, Mid-Atlantic 

Chapter banner. Thirty Corvettes filled the row that included 7 C1s, 10 C2s, 10 C3s and 3 C4s. 
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2020 MAC Board of Directors 
 

Elected Officers 

Chairman K.C. Strawmyre 

Vice Chairman Jim Moxley 

Treasurer Don Harris 

Secretary Tom Doi 

Judging Chair Patricia Kropac 

 

Regional Directors 

Northeastern Gil Dickens 

Southeastern Jerry Duffey 

Southwestern Bob Baird 

Northwestern Ron Wilson 

 

Appointed Board Members 

Membership Manager Reese Burgoyne 

Signal Seeker Editor Reese Burgoyne 

Charitable Activities Sue Strawmyre 

Historian John Carpenter 

Nat’l Corvette Museum John Carpenter 

NCRS Chapter Awards Rep Don Hooper 

Property Manager Bob Baird 

Technical Advisor Mike McCagh 

Website Manager Wayne Welch 
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Tech Talk: Big Block Swap (Part 2) 
by C.J. Schoepe 

The new ZZ427/480hp motor from GM Performance in Green Bay, WI arrived by truck 

in early August.  In anticipation, I had bought a special engine stand with side 

attachment points (to the motor mount positions) to allow the attachment of a 

transmission to the rear of the engine and to be able to roll the whole assembly 

around as needed.  The engine arrived complete less starter, fuel pump, pulleys, 

alternator, mounting brackets and fuel lines in a specially designed wooden crate with 

an interior support stand made of wood.  Don H. came over and we uncrated it and 

set it up on the special engine stand.  I then began the assembly of the new motor 

using new parts and a few still usable parts salvaged from the old motor which was 

now sitting in the corner of the garage on a traditional style engine stand.  

Doing a complete assembly of the new engine ahead of time was tantamount in 

ensuring that I had all the necessary parts and pieces and was not missing or had 

forgotten anything.  The engine was completely assembled to include the fuel pump, 

fuel lines, accelerator rod, pulleys, belts, air cleaner, alternator, valve covers and the 

PCV connections from the valve covers to the air cleaner and from the valve cover to 

the carburetor.  The only item we were unable to test fit prior to the installation of the 

motor was the new mini high torque starter because one of the engine stand support 

legs was in the way of fitment and of course the new motor mounts since their 

placement was where the stand was attached.  A new 11-inch Super Street Pro 

McLeod clutch and pressure plate was attached to the rear of the motor along with a 

new GM performance flywheel which matched the internals of the new ZZ427 engine.  

We found that using a steel input shaft (rather than the included plastic guide) from 
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an old Muncie transmission was definitely the right tool to use when trying to align 

the clutch and pressure plate on the flywheel. 

Don H. and I then fitted a newly media blasted bell housing (I decided to leave it 

natural aluminum color) along with a cleaned and filled Muncie style 4 speed 

transmission from Auto Gear in Syracuse, NY.  In addition to the previously mentioned 

parts, it was also necessary to buy a pair of "cheater" valve covers for the new engine 

as the stock BB valve covers would not clear the more modern and updated electric 

blue roller rocker-arms.  The beautiful black and silver valve covers, which came with 

the motor, would not work with the intended engine configuration as they did not 

have the depression for the power brake booster nor did they have the correct access 

points for the PCV connections.  Also, we found that the new cheater valve covers 

could not have drip rails welded inside of them because of potential interference with 

the roller rockers.  Most of the other items from the old motor fit well and needed 

little, if any, modification.  Within a month of arrival, the new engine was completely 

mocked-up which assured us that nothing was missing or forgotten.  For installation, 

some of the newly attached parts and pieces were removed from the motor and laid 

aside prior to installation but we found that in the long run the mock-up was well 

worth the extra effort. 

On Columbus Day 2019, a group of seven volunteers began showing up about 8:30 

AM to begin the process of the installation of the new motor and transmission into 

the car.  The engine lift was positioned in the center garage bay and then attached to 

the motor/transmission via chains and an engine leveler configuration.  We lifted the 

engine high enough to detach the special engine stand, attach the new motor mounts 

and then rolled the Corvette out of another garage bay and pushed it into the center 

bay just shy of the rear end of the transmission.  We then lifted the 

engine/transmission up high enough to push the car under the large, slowly swinging 

mass of metal.  We then carefully lowered it while pushing the end of the transmission 

down and into the transmission tunnel pocket.  Steve F. crawled under the car and 
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lifted the transmission tip high enough to clear the frame cross-member.  The whole 

process took us about an hour with the pinnacle of our efforts coming when we were 

finally able to slide the motor mount bolts into position and screw on the lock nuts. 

After the motor and transmission had been installed into the car, the crew pushed the 

car back out onto the driveway and then lined it up with 

the 4-post lift bay.  We used an electric winch attached 

to the front of the four-post lift to pull the car back into 

position on the lift which for all intents and purposes 

completed the process of the installation of the new 

engine and transmission into the car. 

After having done it both ways, I feel it is most efficient 

and effective to install the engine and transmission as one unit rather than installing 

them individually, one at a time.  There was nothing really tricky or difficult about the 

installation and I discovered that the two most important aspects of this endeavor 

were preparation and anticipation. 

Needed – Signal Seeker Newsletter Editor 
by Reese Burgoyne 

Our MAC newsletter editor position is available starting January 1, 2021.  The 1st edition of 

2021 will be distributed on March 15th, so there’s more than enough time to get acclimated. 

The Signal Seeker is produced in a quarterly cycle and the Editor has the main tasks of 

collecting, editing, publishing and email-distributing our newsletter.  If you’re a newer MAC 

member, you’ll build relationships with the Chair, Vice-chair, Judging Chair, event 

coordinators and technical contributors.  The Editor position includes the responsibility of 

providing our chapter members with information about upcoming events, past events, 

technical tips and overall chapter activity. 

The Editor receives submissions on a fairly steady basis and assembles/edits the next 

newsletter during off-hours with little impact to existing responsibilities.  As an NCRS Chapter 

Editor, you’ll also have access to all NCRS chapter newsletters. 

Years ago, the newsletter was assembled by hand and distributed by U.S. Mail and it was 

created by a newsletter team.  With today’s personal computers and software, it’s a one-

person task.  The current newsletter is produced using MS/WORD; however, the former editor 

used Apple/MAC products.  Producing the Signal Seeker could be a single person function or 

a team – It’s up to the new Editor.  If you have interest or questions, call me (703) 455-3985 

or send me an email at Burgoynes@aol.com. 
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Report: Vettes for Vets Car Show 
by Reese Burgoyne 

After a one-week rain delay, the 1st Annual Vettes for Vets 

Corvette Car Show was held at the Warrior Retreat at Bull Run in 

Haymarket, VA on August 22nd.  This car show was a fund-raising 

event sponsored by Willing Warriors and was open to any 

Corvette owner.  The show had participation from members of 

the Old Dominion Corvette Club, Northern Virginia Corvette Club 

and NCRS-MAC.  In all, 45 Corvettes braved the sometimes rainy 

conditions to share stories and support for our veterans.  The only 

Corvette generation missing was C4; however, three C8s were proudly on display in red, 

white and blue paint.  The food was good and everyone there was space-respectful making 

for a relaxed gathering. 
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Report: Corvettes Under the Stars 
by Gil Dickens 

On August 22nd, MAC members were treated to a Night at the Drive-in movies.  With a 

separate parking area set aside and with good spacing, MAC members enjoyed a caravan 

from a rendezvous point in Haymarket to the Family Drive-in Theater in Stephens City, VA.  

The rain that watered the drive-in and caravan route earlier in the day had moved East and it 

was clear viewing for the 1st movie, Bullitt and then the 2nd feature, American Graffiti. 

It was interesting to see the cars lined-up on the entranceway drive and when the theater 

opened at 7:00 PM on the nose and we moved steadily into the parking area.  Jim and Mary 

Moxley drove their blue 2016 when their 1966 had issues, Scott and Trish their 1971 that had 

been Scott’s father’s car, Reese Burgoyne drove his 1967 and after our 1967 had positraction 

issues when leaving a morning event, Sue and I arrived in our SUV “chase car”. 

Food orders were placed and received at the restaurant door or via texting and we settled-

down to watch the feature attractions. 

Although I’ve seen Bullitt a couple dozen 

times, the big screen offered a whole new 

experience, "larger than life" perspective. 

It brought back a lot of high school 

memories.  A great way to see Bullitt and 

American Graffiti and to have a nice drive 

home with sparse traffic. 
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AACA Museum Special Display 
By Bill Sangrey 

“Yeah, It’s Got a Hemi” begins September 12th at the Antique Automobile Club of America 

Museum Hershey, PA. and will feature a wide range of automobiles powered by “hemi” 

engines; classic, vintage and newer, passenger and race cars, domestic and foreign made, 

sports and muscle cars. “Hemi” engines range from flat head, to pushrod overhead valve, and 

to single and double overhead cam. And let’s not forget motorcycles – many are hemis.  

You’ll see them all! 

The display will include a 6-cylinder, 

air cooled 911 Porsche, an XKE Jag 

and a Saab Model 96.  Did you know 

that Agent 007 James Bond drove a 

hemi? Yes, Aston Martin DB 4, 5 and 

6s, the Shelby Cobra predecessor AC 

Bristol, late 1930s BMW 328s, Twin 

Cam MGs, Daimler 2.5 Liter V8s plus 

many others are all hemis. 

Webster’s dictionary defines “hemi” 

as “half”. Thus “hemispherical” 

means half a sphere. In engine 

design “hemisphere” refers to the 

shape of the fuel-air mixture 

combustion chamber. While most are not truly half a sphere the cylinder head design of a 

“hemi” will be at least a portion of a sphere. 

You’ll see the true “hemi" Ford 427 cubic inch SOHC “Cammer” and the “SemiHemi” Boss 429 

Mustang. A 4.6L DOHC Cobra Mustang and 1 of 4 “factory” IMSA Taurus SHOs, all exhibit 

“hemi” engine design aspects, will be in the display as well as an “Ardun” overhead valve 

conversion flat head Ford V8. The valve train and the “hemi” head, designed by Arkus Duntov, 

the Corvette’s “father”, of that engine is very similar to the 1st and 2nd generation Chrysler 

hemispherical head and valve train. 

The Museum display will include ‘50s, ‘60s and early ‘70s Chrysler, Dodges, Desotos and 

Plymouths powered by “hemi” engines and hemi powered race cars. Complete engines, 

cutaway engines and heads from many of the manufactures mentioned above will answer the 

question “What makes it a Hemi?” Cylinder heads will be displayed with specific cars to 

illustrate what makes that car’s engine a “hemi”.  The display will run until April 25, 2021. 

For more information check www.aacamuseum.org or call 717-566-7100. 
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Membership Matters 
by Reese Burgoyne 

I am pleased to report that as of September 1st, our 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter has 170 members.  Although 

MAC and NCRS have been “quiet” so far this year, our 

members realize the value of staying connected to a 

local chapter.  Please take advantage of future virtual 

events. 

 

Please welcome new member: 

Steven Ham Keswick, VA 

 

The NCRS.org website simplifies renewals.  Not only 

can you renew your NCRS membership, but you can 

also renew your MAC membership as well. 

Keep in mind that your NCRS membership is a 

requirement for being a MAC member.  Your NCRS 

membership expires on the last day of the month you 

initially joined NCRS; however, your MAC membership 

expires each year on December 31st.  You should 

receive several email reminders from NCRS.  You also 

have the option of renewing NCRS and MAC 

memberships for 2 years.  I usually renew my MAC 

membership at the same time I renew my NCRS 

membership (for me in Sept). 

The MAC membership renewal form is included later in 

this newsletter.  It provides instruction on renewing via 

form as well as through the NCRS website. 

 

 

Glove Box Brochures are available at MAC events and 

may also be obtained by contacting the Editor. 

  

Glove Box Brochure 
 

 

You’re at a car show, parade or 

even in a store parking lot. 

Someone approaches you with a 

big smile on their face.  They tell 

you they love your Corvette and 

want to know about it: 

• What year is it? 

• How long have you owned it? 

• Are you in a club? 

You have just sparked a memory! 

Many future Corvette owners 

and future NCRS/MAC members 

begin just like this. 

Rather than exchanging email 

addresses so you can get back to 

them later, reach in your glove 

box and give them this brochure. 

Once opened, it has a full NCRS 

page of offerings, services and 

publications.  On the flip side, an 

introductory MAC message and 

links to web services for both 

NCRS and MAC. 
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How to Get Published 

You don’t have to create a novel. An article for Signal Seeker is all it takes. 

Few subjects are taboo. A short paragraph for “Tech 

Tips” or a “Did you know?” blurb works great. 

Have you found a great road to ride or have you 

discovered what not to do when working on your 

restoration? Feel free to send a small article about a 

small project or a large article about a large project or 

even a large article about a small project!  

Pictures are always welcome with stories. If you haven’t 

got the time or desire to write an article, send an 

outline. I’ll write the story and send it to you for your 

review & blessing and you get the byline and the 

credit. 

Remember, another MAC member is facing an issue 

like you did and your help will be appreciated more 

than you can imagine. 

Your Signal Seeker Editor 

 

 

 

Issue Articles Due Publish Date 

Spring 2020 February 29th March 15th 

Summer 2020 May 31st June 15th 

Fall 2020 August 31st September 15th 

Winter 2020 November 30th December 15th 
 

Don’t forget that all issues of the Signal Seeker are available on our website: 

 

https://www.ncrsmac.org/Signal-Seeker 
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Free to MAC members: If you have items you’d like to sell, the MAC Website has a MAC 

Market.  Visit https://www.ncrsmac.org/MAC-Market for more details. 

 

 

 

 

How to Print Your NCRS Membership Card 

• Log on to www.NCRS.org with your User ID and Password 

• At the top, select SERVICES and then Print Membership Card 

• Select the PRINT button near the bottom of the screen 

 

The card is best printed on card stock or on Avery 5361 laminated identification 

stock or equivalent.  Your card is handy to have when you cannot remember 

your NCRS number to sign in at meets or judging events. 

 

NOTE - The NCRS expiration date on your membership card gives you a 

reminder of when to renew your NCRS membership.  Unlike your MAC 

membership that expires at the end of each year, your NCRS membership 

expires on the last day of the month in which you originally joined NCRS. 
  

 Commercial Advertising 

Business cards must be Yearly Single 
no larger than 2x3.5 inches Full page $250 $65 
 Half page $140 $35 
Yearly Rates: 1/4 page $75 $20 
MAC members: $20/yearly 1/16 page $50 $15 
Non-members: $30/yearly 
 

Corvette related classified ads ‘wanted’ and ‘parts for sale’ are free for MAC members 
and $10 for non-MAC NCRS members. These ads cannot be carried over to the next 
issue unless requested before the next issue deadline. 
 
Free ads should be submitted directly to the editor, 
Reese Burgoyne 
Email: Burgoynes@aol.com 
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter, National Corvette Restorers Society 

Membership Application and Renewal for the 20____ Year 

Name:  ______________________________________ Spouse:  _________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________State:  __________ Zip +4:  _____________ 

Home Phone:  ________-________-__________     Alt/Cell:  ________-________-__________ 

NCRS # (Required):  _____________ Email Address: ___________________@_____________ 

Corvette Year(s) Currently Owned:  ________________________________________________ 

*If RENEWING or JOINING-full year (before 7/1), then Membership Dues are $25.00 

NOTE: A member of MAC must first join and have an NCRS number. 

Make your application/renewal online using the links below or 

complete and submit the above form and mail with your check. 

*If JOINING-half year (after 6/30), then Membership Dues are $15.00 

 (Do NOT use the Chapter online service if you are joining for a half-year at $15) 

 

Make check payable to: Mid-Atlantic Chapter, NCRS 

Mail form and check to: Mid-Atlantic Chapter, NCRS 

 c/o Reese Burgoyne, Membership Manager 

 7719 Middle Valley Dr 

 Springfield, VA  22153 

 

Join NCRS online at https://www.ncrs.org > Join > Membership > New NCRS Membership 

Join the Mid-Atlantic Chapter online (after obtaining an NCRS Member Number) at 

https://www.ncrs.org > Services > Join an NCRS Chapter > Mid-Atlantic Chapter 

 

Membership questions to Reese Burgoyne:  Burgoynes@aol.com or 703-455-3985 


